Back 2 School 2011

By Cliff Kinsey with inspiration from MLK, Jr.

[ have a dream. [ say to you
right now my friends in spite of
the difficulties and frusc trations
of our economic crisis [ still have
a dream deeply routed in the
metro-Atlanta community. I have
a dream that for this campaign,
the metro-Atlanta community will
rise together to ensure that all
children living in shelters and
group homes will be physically
prepared for the 2011-2012 school
year. | have a dream that one day
homeless children from the most
northern tip of Bartow county to
the most southern stretches of
Newton county and homeless

children as far east as Walton
county and as far west as Carroll
county and all the counties in
between will no longer need a
hand out to be properly prepared
for school. I have a dream that
there will not be children mental-
ly anguished over the start of a
new school year because they do
not have the means to purchase
new book bags much less even a
means to get to the store. [ have a
dream that those of you who are
reading this article will conduct a
Back 2 School Collection at your
church, synagogue, home, office,
or neighborhood for metro-
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LET’S

By Wyvonnee Wintlend

CRN invites you to attend its 13th annual
“Celebrate the Children Gala” which will be
held on Saturday, July 23rd at The Ritz-Carlton,
Buckhead. We will share the evening with over
400 friends and family members along with
corporate guests and community leaders, all
who generously support CRN’s efforts to
improve the lives of metro Atlanta’s population
of homeless children. The Steering Committee
began its work last November and is now in
the final stages of planning. They have some
fun activities in the hopper and have acquired
an impressive array of items for the auction,
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Volunteer Viewpoint

My Point of View

By Brenda Malik

[ am honored to be a small part of this great
organization. | have a history of wanting to help
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Our goal at
Children’s Restoration
Network is to see that
no child or mother has
to spend a night on
the street or go to bed
hungry.

Alone, we cannot
get the job done.
Together, we do make
a difference.
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Vision:

To continually seek
to enhance its ability
to offer significant
resources to homeless
children and mothers
and make a demon-
strable difference in
their lives by creating
strong partnerships
and attaining
financial stability.

Mission:

To offer hope and
support, enabling
children and their
mothers to break the
cycle of homelessness
by empowering
them to become part
of mainstream society
as active, productive
citizens through
programs and special
events designed to
address their educa-
tional, emotional,
and physical needs.
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etwork

but could not always find an avenue to expend my
energies. CRN helped me do that.

Whenever I've brought an idea to them about
helping the kids and their mothers they are always
on board. They might look a little sideways like
when I told Ben [ was going to take the kids flying
and [ wanted to host a brunch/lunch for the moth-
ers’ at a really nice restaurant.

[ asked the kids if they would like to be eagles.
Of course they said yes, now what do eagles do
was the next question? I told them they fly higher
than any other bird. Well of course one or two
really smart Kids said they didn’t have wings and
their mothers couldn’t afford a plane ticket so how
were they going to fly. Well to help me keep my
word [ contacted an organization here in Georgia
that does just that. These are retired and active
pilots that take kids flying to introduce them to a
world bigger than what they are currently living in
and possibly a love for flight.

On the day of the flight the kids get boarding
instructions, flight plans, logbooks, and the most
important; seat selection. Some get to ride next to
the pilot for the flight and can ‘assist’ with the
flight. The looks on their faces are priceless. They
are a little apprehensive at the start but when they
touch ground again big smiles, high fives, laughs
and joy that they actually flew in a plane. Most of
these kids have not been out of their neighbor-
hoods much less in a plane. That helps me to
remember my joy when I'm faced with life’s chal-

lenges, their joy at doing something out of the box.

Their mothers were also delighted when 1 told
them that there would be an annual Mother’s
Brunch/Lunch to celebrate Mother’s Day for them.
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Eagles prepare to fly

[ have a friend that is the owner of MoSaiC
Restaurant in Buckhead and I told him what |
wanted to do for the ladies and he opened his
doors. This year’s brunch/lunch was really special
as Macy’s & Bloomingdale’s contributed to the
ladies goody bags with gifts and a $100.00 gift
card for the raffle winner. This let’s them know
they are not forgotten.

[ was raised to know that to whom much is
given, much is required. I'm from a large family.
There were eight kids in my immediate family. We
always had room at the table for anyone that was
hungry and clothes to pass down, around and out.
Even with the little that I do for the organization
I'm always looking for other opportunities to cre-
ate bridges and networks to make new relation-
ships to help others. Service is the rent you pay for
your life. I just hope I'm keeping up my share.
Thank you CRN. e




Why CRN Matters

By Jim Cox

According to the well-respected National
Center on Family Homelessness, Georgia
ranks a dismal 49th on services provided to
homeless children. Only California, New
York, and Texas have more homeless chil-
dren. Not counting teens that have
dropped out of school there were 58,397
homeless children in Georgia last year. It is
hard to believe but over 10% of Georgia’s
children were homeless at some time last
year. Children living in shelters and group
homes are at a much higher risk for asth-
ma, traumatic stress, emotional distur-
bance, malnutrition, and many other unsa-
vory afflictions. Less than 25% of homeless
children in Georgia graduate from high
school and almost all of them will be rele-
gated forever to the lowest rung on the eco-
nomic ladder. Georgia receives only S34
per child per year from the federal govern-
ment to address education for children and
youth experiencing homelessness. There is
currently no state-level funding dedicated
to the education of homeless children.
Almost everyone agrees that a good educa-
tion is one of the best ways to avoid home-
lessness and to ensure a chance at the
American Dream- owning a home, finan-
cial security, and children better off than

their parents.

CRN matters because
we are addressing the
educational needs of
homeless children in
metro Atlanta.

We provide all of
them with new book
bags and all needed
school supplies, we have
tutoring/mentoring ses-
sions for hundreds of
these homeless kids
each week, and for a
few, we offer New Hope
Scholarships. Almost
every child that graduates from high school
is going to be a productive member of soci-
ety. The average high school graduate
makes over $200,000 more in lifetime
earnings than a person who doesn’t gradu-
ate. Help CRN break the cycle of homeless-
ness. Go to www.childrn.org to volunteer or
make a donation.

To review the whole report, go to:
www.homelesschildrenamerica.org/pdf/re
port_cards/long/ga_long.pdf. e

Children’s Classic Golf Tournament

By Jim Cox

On May 23rd CRN held its Children’s
Classic Golf Tournament at the Golf
Club at Bradshaw Farm in Woodstock. It
was a warm, but not brutally hot day,
with hardly a cloud in the sky. Fifty-six
golfers participated in 14 teams. The
format was a shamble, where the team
members shoot from the best hit ball
till they drop the ball in the hole. The
SunTrust team was the stars of the day,
shooting 12 under par, plus winning the
closest to the hole contest. The Golf
Club was a gracious host and served a
fine BBO lunch before the tournament
kicked off. A good time was had by all

day. The money will be used to sponsor
a New Hope Scholarship and to help
with CRN’s everyday expenses.

Special thanks go to Siemens as the
Gold Sponsor, and Beltmann Relocation
Group as the Silver Sponsor. Individuals
who contributed greatly were Fernando
Delgado, Marc VanKley, Jan Spencer,
Jake Bryant, Tony Emanuel, Wyvonnee
Wintlend, and Gene Russell. We hope
to see more of you at next year’s tour-
gEaent!

and CRN netted over $14,500 for the
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Preparing for a Career

By Jim Cox

While CRN'’s focus is on children, we realize that sometimes
the best way to help a homeless child is to help the mother.
With this in mind CRN'’s Career Preparation Workshops were
created to help women and older teens prepare to enter or re-
enter the job market. With the economy in the sorry state it’s
in any help we can give these women is crucial. The work-
shops are staffed by HR professionals and people with exten-
sive business experience. The workshops are held at the
Atlanta Mission’s “My Sister’s House” on the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays of the month. Between 8am and noon the women
are divided into two sections, one group working on creating
or updating their resumes and the other working on interview
skills. Around 10am the ladies switch rooms so at the end of
the day they have five hard copies of their resumes, a flash
drive with their resume on it, an appropriate email address,
increased confidence in their interview skills, and hopefully,
the determination to work hard to find employment.

This is a great way for people to give back to the communi-
ty. Several businesses have staffed some of these workshops

as it is a great way to
bond with co-work-
ers and fill volunteer
hours. Individuals
though make up the
bulk of the volun-
teers and it is a great
way to meet new
friends and increase
contacts with other
business profession-
als. So please con-
sider getting out of
bed early some
Saturday and helping
with a workshop—
you just might be helping a woman get back on her feet, and
give her children a secure childhood. Call Jim at 770 649-7117
if you might be interested in helping. e

Putting together her first resume.

Summer Fun and Mentoring

By Ben Minor

Ah, it’s summertime! Time to turn
off the alarm clock, laze around, and
stay out 'til the lightning bugs stop
flickering. It’s a time that all kids look
forward to, including the kids we work
with in the group homes and shelters.
In addition to the summer camps and
trips to the zoo, CRN has a few fun
events lined up for the kids.
Throughout the summer, some of the
kids will take short trips in single
engine planes to see Lake Lanier and
Stone Mountain. We will be hosting a
field day at the Bransby Outdoor
YMCA. And we can’t forget CRN’s Back
2 School Readiness Day where in addi-
tion to getting new book bags filled to
the brim and medical check-ups, the
kids will have a day filled with a barbe-
cue lunch, face-painting, bead-making,
and a DJ playing tunes all day long.

But summer is not just a chance for
fun escapades and lazy afternoons; it’s
a time to continue valuable tutoring
and mentoring sessions. Many home-
less children are several grades below
their peers with their reading skills,
math skills, or both, and summer is
the perfect time to catch up on those
skills and lessons that are critical to

these Kids™ academic success. So in
between vacations to the beach and
4th of July barbecues, please consider
tutoring and mentoring a homeless
child. CRN tutors at 28 group homes
and shelters and we know of a child
near you that needs your help now
and going into the school year. Let’s
make sure the 2011 school year is one
that these kids will never forget!

To learn more about CRN’s Project
One on One academic mentoring pro-
gram, please contact Ben Minor at
ben@childrn.org or call him at (770)
649-7117.

Bridging the digital divide.

Santa Dollars
at Publix
Supermarkets

By Jim Cox

CRN wants to thank Publix Super
Markets for once again selling Santa
Dollars in support of our New Hope
Scholarship Program. The Santa dol-
lars raised $13,500 this year for schol-
arships and college related expenses.
Publix is a truly community-oriented
company, helping its customers and
its future customers. *

m
Publix

Available at all
PUBLIX SUPER MARKETS

Proceeds to benefit:
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Really Special
People

Sue Azotea

Jake Bryant

Andrea Carter
Fernando Delgado
Jocelyn Dorsey
Tony Emanuel
Rena Harris

George Houghtaling
Glynn Jenkins
George Juzdan
Sandy Kemish

Mike Luckovich
Charlie McKinney
Margie & Steve Osheroff
Gene Russell

Ford Smith

Ralph Smith
Miriam & Jan Spencer
Marc VanKley

Judy Wegert

Karen Wilbanks

Wyvonnee Wintlend
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New Hope Scholarship

By Cliff Kinsey

Out of all the mail Children’s
Restoration Network receives which
includes some terrific thank you letters
from the shelters and group homes that
we serve and some very generous large
donations, nothing excites us more when
we open the mail and see an invitation to
a college graduation from one of our
New Hope Scholarship winners. Since
launching this program in 2005, we have
awarded 39 New Hope Scholarships to
high school seniors living in shelters and
group homes throughout metro-Atlanta.
What makes this scholarship so special
and inviting to the homeless children we
serve is that it is not totally based on
GPAs. We understand and are thrilled
when a high school senior living in a
shelter or group home graduates with a C
average. Having the knowledge of their
history and the obstacles they have over-

come in their lives to even finish high
school makes them true champions in
our eyes. The application for our New
Hope Scholarship is initially based on a
one-page essay describing why they want
to attend college or technical school that
is accompanied by a recommendation
from a teacher/guidance counselor or a
staff person at the shelter or group home
where they reside. We have a personal-
ized, one on one interview, with the stu-
dents before making the difficult choice
of deciding who receives New Hope
Scholarships. I think it is a shame that
this program has to exist, no child should
be denied a chance at higher education
beyond high school regardless of their
GPAs or economic status. We seek dona-
tions for this program year-round; if you
would like to discuss this program in
detail please call me at (770) 649-7117.

$20,000 Challenge

The Osiason Educational Foundation and a private donor have offered to match
dollar for dollar, up to $20,000, all donations to our New Hope Scholarship Program
between now and July 31st. To donate go to www.childrn.org and click on $20,000

challenge. Or simply mail a check to CRN. e

Back 2 School 2011 continued from page 1

Atlanta’s homeless children. We can pro-
vide you with any collection boxes, signs
and customizable flyers to
help facilitate your collection.
have a dream that between
July 17th and July 31st you will
go to your nearest metro-
Atlanta Kroger and drop off a
new book bag or new school
supplies for metro-Atlanta’s
homeless children. | have a
dream on August 5th and
August 6th you will volunteer
to come out and help us sort,
stuff and fill the book bags
that we have collected during

o the month of July. I have a

All the children get free dental checkups as part of their
Back 2 School readiness program.

dream that on August 7th
when we invite all 2,500
homeless children to come to
the Atlanta Mission for a day

of Back 2 School Readiness that we will
have a strong showing of volunteers to
work with the Kids as they are getting
medical and dental screenings, hearing
and vision tests, haircuts, enjoying a
bountiful buffet and picking up a new
book bag filled with school supplies. 1
have a dream that homeless children in
our community will not be judged by the
clothes they wear or the fact that they are
living in a group home/shelter or the fact
that most of them only have lint in their
pocket but will be judged solely by the
content of their character. | have a dream
that if you are not in a position to donate
money, book bags, school supplies, orga-
nize your own school supply drive that
you will share this information where
appropriate. For questions or comments,
please email Cliff Kinsey at or call him at
(770) 649-7117. o



Let’s Celebrate the Children continued from page 1

Shopping Network has once again
donated some “wow” pieces of
jewelry to put up for auction and
we are pleased that GSN’s Mike
Booth will conduct the live auc-
tion. Renowned Roswell artist,
Ford Smith, is creating an original
painting for CRN titled “New
Hope.” His inspiration for the
painting comes from CRN’s New
Hope Scholarship Program which
has awarded more than 39 schol-
arships to homeless children
since the program was launched.
The original painting will be auc-
tioned during the live auction on
July 23rd. And we are doubly
thrilled that Mr. Smith will pro-
duce a limited number of prints
of “New Hope,” which will be
available for sale. Emanuel May, a
third year scholarship recipient,
will speak at the gala.

CELEB

Once again, jazz pianist, Tom
Olsen, will entertain us during the
pre-function hour and The Glow
Band will keep us dancing until
midnight. Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
will pair the perfect wines with the
cuisine served that night. With
delicious food, dancing, entertain-
ment, and convivial company, we
promise you a wonderful time.

However, let’s not forget that the
real reason for the gala is to make
a direct impact on the lives of
homeless children. With your help
we will continue to shape the lives
of future generations and shatter
what has become for many the
brutal cycle of homelessness.

If you have not already done so,
reserve your seat or sponsor a table
of ten. We look forwarding to see-
ing you at The Ritz on July 23rd. e
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Artist Ford Smith with his original paining created for
CRN, “New Hope,” will be auctioned to benefit the children.
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Renowned Roswell artist, Ford Smith, is creating '
an original painting for CRN titled “New Hope.
His inspiration for the painting comes from CR
New Hope Scholarship Program which has
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